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been too much given to thinking in terms of Italy alone;
they have forgotten that in Vienna the Italian problem,
like all the others, was solved in relation to the general
European order which had to be created. Therein lay
the unappreciated greatness of the Congress.
Once again, poor Italy! She was entering upon the new
century humiliated, bruised, impoverished, and torn apart
by the dualism between the Old Regime and the Revolu-
tionl Even more unfortunate, because she would seek to
escape from being torn apart by rejecting both the Old
Regime and the Revolution! Italy had acquired a horror
of both aspects of the Revolution, the new orientation and
the subversion of laws. By rights, she should have become
the champion of the Old Regime in Europe. But she no
longer had the strength to resist the encroachments of
nineteenth-century ideas, as became the oldest representa-
tive of the qualitative societies in bygone times. What
changes were to take place in her soul? The hatred for
the new orientation was rapidly to pass into indifference.
After 1815, Italy became the country least receptive to
the great ideas of the Revolution. The right of opposition
was never sincerely accepted by any school, party, or in-,
stitution, particularly by those who should have been the
instruments of the new right^the press and parliament,
for instance. Liberty was only a weapon used insincerely
by various parties and groups in their struggle for power.
But, though the great ideas of the Revolution met with
indifference, the spirit of adventure, that gigantic sub-
version of laws which the Revolution had accomplished,
began more and more to fascinate Italy. What if the real
Revolution were not the Declaration of the flights of Man,
but instead an attack on the law and its fabrications, a
conquest and amplification of power by unrestrained, un-
scrupulous, and self-assured force? True, Napoleon had
failed in the end, but he had succeeded for a while;, an-
other might succeed for a longer time, perhaps perma-
nently. These were subversive thoughts, the negation of